
RAGTIME AND BEYOND
RAGTIME, BLUES and AMERICANA

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
Scott Kirby has achieved a rarified status as a performer of ragtime and related 
American styles. Considered today's best player of Scott Joplin's music ("Today's best 
player of Scott Joplin music." — Trebor Tichenor, author of Rags and Ragtime) Kirby also 
presents a wide spectrum of Americana, including blues, early jazz, boogie, Creole, 
and his own original compositions. From John Philip Sousa to Jelly Roll Morton, Kirby 
takes us on a trip through 150 years of great American music, ending with some of 
the exciting new works that expand the genre into the 21st Century. Kirby also 
displays some of his original artwork — watercolors belonging to a set called "Visions 
of the Great Plains" — a stunning visual complement to the Americana theme.

QUOTES
"Critics call [Scott Kirby] one of the best interpreters of ragtime music on the scene today."

- Charles Osgood, CBS News Sunday Morning, 1998

"... Kirby sounds like Chopin." - Jeff Bradley, The Denver Post, 1997

"Kirby is leading the way toward an irresistible keyboard literature that has its roots in the 
past... and its eye on the present."

- Max Morath

SUGGESTED VIDEOS
Click the links below to view performance videos on YouTube.

- Ragtime ( http://tinyurl.com/kirby-ragtime ) 

- Pan-American ( http://tinyurl.com/kirby-pan-american )
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RAGTIME AND BEYOND
RAGTIME, BLUES and AMERICANA

AUDIO SAMPLES
Click each album title to listen or download them from SoundCloud.

Grace and Beauty: Ragtime Classics
( https://soundcloud.com/scott-kirby-piano/sets/grace-beauty-ragtime-classics )

Centennial Sampler - Volume 1
( https://soundcloud.com/scott-kirby-piano/sets/centennial-sampler-volume-1 )

Main Street Souvenirs
( https://soundcloud.com/scott-kirby-piano/sets/mainstreet-souvenirs )
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BIOGRAPHY

A native of Ohio, Scott Kirby began his study of music at the age of six, and 
continued formal piano instruction for seventeen years. He worked under 
Robert Howat of Wittenberg University of Ohio, and Sylvia Zaremba at the Ohio 
State University. After obtaining an English degree from Ohio State University, 
Kirby moved to New Orleans and began his professional music career, as a 
street performer. In the following four years, he recorded the complete rags of 
Scott Joplin, and made his debut at all of the major ragtime festivals in the 
United States, as well as festivals in Belgium, France, Norway, New Zealand, and 
Hungary.

Kirby has served as Musical Director of the Scott Joplin Ragtime Festival in 
Sedalia, MO, and of the Rocky Mountain Ragtime and American Music Festival 
in Boulder, CO, as well as director of the San Juan Islands Ragtime Institute. His 
appearances include a segment on CBS News Sunday Morning with Charles 
Osgood in 1998, and at the Smithsonian Institute in Washington D.C. Kirby
co-founded a record company (Viridiana Productions, L.L.C.), has made 25 
recordings, and has composed over 150 original works for piano and other 
instruments. Admired by fellow pianists including George Winston, and hailed 
by Time Magazine as an “ace pianist,” CBS News’ Charles Osgood agreed that 
“…Critics call Scott Kirby one of the best interpreters of ragtime music on the 
scene today.”

Kirby’s artistic passion grew to include to visual art, and in 2005, while living in 
France, he completed 75 paintings and 28 piano compositions, including
“The Prairie Devotionals,” The paintings (belonging to a set entitled “Visions of 
the Great Plains”) and the new musical works set the groundwork for his new
multi-media project “Main Street Souvenirs.” Kirby now lives in Boulder, CO 
and divides his time between composing, painting, performing and teaching.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Scott Kirby
1570 Eisenhower Dr. Apt. # 212
Boulder, CO 80303
(208) 946-3428
info@scottkirby.net
www.scottkirby.net

SOCIAL MEDIA
- Facebook   www.facebook.com/ScottAKirby
- YouTube   www.youtube.com/user/ScottKirbyPiano
- Google+   plus.google.com/114491343642210274366
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